“Theological Visions and Public Languages”
An invited seminar for public policy practitioners and public theologians
Wednesday 18 April 2007
9.30am – 5.00pm

Tyndale House, Cambridge
Participating organisations:

Centre for Faith and Society at the Von Hügel Institute (CFS)
Evangelical Alliance Public Affairs Department (EA)
Jubilee Centre (JC)
Kirby Laing Institute for Christian Ethics (KLICE)

Theos

Purpose: to bring together, for a day of concentrated reflection, an invited group of Christian public policy practitioners and public theologians engaged in current debates over the role of faith in public life.

Background: the appearance of several key recent documents from the organisations above suggested a timely opportunity for a focused exchange of ideas and experiences on a key theme running through such documents and at the heart of recent public debates on faith and public life. The intention is that participants will have read the documents in advance, though presentations and discussions will range beyond the documents. See below for how to access the documents.
Theme: what public languages and communicative strategies are we currently employing in order to articulate our distinctive biblical/theological visions for the public good, and how authentic and effective are they? 
Further questions for discussion may include:
· how far has the secularisation and pluralisation of public languages actually gone in today’s society, and how far do languages bearing some Christian provenance still resonate beyond (or within) Christian communities?

· how do the phenomena of secularisation and pluralism condition how we do and should speak?

· it what sense, if any, must a language be ‘religiously neutral’, or ‘secular’, if it is to be ‘publicly intelligible’?

· what new challenges face Christians as they seek to communicate theologically-informed visions in public languages?

· what can we learn from each other’s experiences and approaches to equip us better in advancing our own specific communicative goals?

Location: KLICE, Tyndale House, 36 Selwyn Gardens, Cambridge CB3 9BA
For directions see http://www.tyndale.cam.ac.uk/Tyndale/Location.htm

Contacts:

Administration: 
Tania Raiola 01223 566619  Administrator@tyndale.cam.ac.uk
Programme:

Jonathan Chaplin  01223 566616  KLICE@tyndale.cam.ac.uk
Programme (all sessions take place in the ‘Upper Hexagon’).
9.00
Coffee and muffins
9.30
Welcome and Introduction: Jonathan Chaplin, Director of KLICE
9.45
Session 1: Evangelical Alliance, Faith and Nation (excerpts:
‘Executive Summary’ plus sections 2.1; 4.1-4.6; 4.10)

Chair: Theos David Landrum
- Opening presentation Don Horrocks (EA) (20 mins)
- Responses: Jonathan Chaplin (KLICE) (5 mins)

         Andrew Bradstock (CFS) (5 mins)

- Discussion (40 mins)
11.00
Coffee
11.15
Session 2: Theos, Doing God (author, Nick Spencer) 

Chair: Jubilee Centre Michael Schluter
- Opening presentation: Nick Spencer (Theos) (20 mins)

- Responses: 
Jason Fletcher (Jubilee Centre) (5 mins)
                                 
Francis Davis (CFS) (5 mins)
- Discussion (40 mins)

12.30
Lunch (supplied)
1.30
Session 3: Jubilee Centre, Jubilee Manifesto, chapters 1, 16, 17

Chair: CFS Francis Davis
- Opening presentation: John Ashcroft (Jubilee Centre) (20 mins)
- Responses: 
Hilary Marlow (Faraday/Arocha/Tyndale) (5 mins)
 

Peter Heslam) (5 mins)

- Discussion (40 mins)

2.45
Tea

3.15
Session 4: KLICE & CFS joint session: 
‘Speaking from Faith in Democracy’ (inaugural lecture, Jonathan Chaplin)
‘Introduction’ to Louder Than Words, by Andrew Bradstock
Chair: EA Don Horrocks
- Opening presentation: Jonathan Chaplin (KLICE) (15 mins)

- Opening presentation: Andrew Bradstock (CFS) (15 mins)

- Response from Nick Spencer (Theos) (10 mins)

- Discussion (45 mins)

4.45 Concluding remarks: David Hilborn (EA/KLICE) (15 mins)
Accessing the documents
Faith and Nation: Report of a Commission of Inquiry to the UK Evangelical Alliance (EA, 2006) is available for download or purchase at:

http://www.eauk.org/faithandnation/
Please note that only the following excerpts are designated reading for the seminar: ‘Executive Summary’; sections 2.1; 4.1-4.6; 4.10.

Nick Spencer, “Doing God”: A Future for Faith in the Public Square (Theos, 2006) is available for download or purchase at:

http://www.theosthinktank.co.uk
Michael Schluter & John Ashcroft, eds., Jubilee Manifesto: a framework, agenda and strategy for christian social reform (IVP, 2005):

Copies of chs. 1, 15, 16 will be posted to invitees who request them from the KLICE Administrator. 

Copies of the book can be ordered at: 

http://www.jubilee-centre.org/Resources/resourcecatalogue.php?cat=2
Jonathan Chaplin, ‘Speaking from Faith in Democracy’ is downloadable at:

http://www.tyndale.cam.ac.uk/KLICE/news0.html
‘Introduction’ to Andrew Bradstock, Louder Than Words (DLT, forthcoming 2007) - attached with this message.
